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essentially a cavalryman, in peace he is unassuming.
His manner is mild, and his address kindly. He has
a lively sense of humour, and a great love of society
and of men's companionship.
This Wahhabi warrior king rises an hour before
dawn and reads the Koran until the Muezzin gives
the call for the dawn prayer. After praying, he
returns home to recite more verses from the Koran,
as well as some of the traditions of the Holy Prophet.
Then, after attending to urgent matters of state, he
retires to his quarters to rest for a while, rising later
to bathe, dress and break his fast.
Thereafter he attends his Privy Council where
important matters of state are discussed and instruc-
tions issued to the sheikhs and officials. Then he
receives the sheikhs of the desert and tribal chiefs
in private interview, listens to their plaints and their
grievances, and discusses with them important ques-
tions of the moment.
These private interviews over, Ibn Saud repairs to
his General Council, where anyone who desires word
with the king has already preceded him. Then
there is lunch, and a short siesta, and the observance
of the noon prayer. Again the Privy Council meets,
when matters discussed in the morning come again
under review. This Council is terminated when the
king leaves for the afternoon prayer, after the recita-
tion of which Ibn Saud is free to receive his brothers
and his other relatives, who join in a homely family
circle. In the cool of the evening he drives or rides,
and after dinner once again holds a General Council
where it is usual for someone to read for an hour and
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